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	The discoveries made by Copernicus and Galileo contradicted all the existing knowledge about the earth. It was subjected to critic from religion, scientists, philosophers as well as the general public. Being aware of these contradictions, they continuously defended their theories by writing to religious leaders explaining their astonishing discoveries and convincing the religious fraternity of the importance of accepting their work. This paper will look into details of the efforts made by Copernicus as well as Galileo to achieve approval for their theories. The focus will be on the way the two reconciled their discoveries to the inherited religious knowledge from ancient Greek, the Roman church, and the Bible.
Both Copernicus and Galileo were aware of the impending opposition that they were likely to face after they published their work especially from the religious dominations as well as the scientists. It was certain that their new knowledge would not be accepted easily. They, therefore, made an effort to explain the foundation of their discoveries and the basis in which their discovery should be acceptable.  Copernicus dedicated his work to Pope Paul III explaining to him how his discovery has been troubled him. He convincingly explains how he had held his work in secret feeling for nine years as if he would not publish the work as it contradicted his religious knowledge. He lists religious leaders who rallied behind him with encouragement and word of hope. Some of the religious leaders mentioned to have greatly increased his urge to publish his work included   Schonberg, Cardinal of Capua, and Tiedeman Giese who were renowned religious leaders. Similarly, Galileo Galilei sent a letter to Grand Duchess Christina of Tuscany in 1615 emphasizing that his discovery was not a creation of mind but a breakthrough in finding the existing heavenly objects. 
Both scientists brought into right the unfair manner in which scholars, professors, researchers, and the elite group condemned their discovery. By doing so, they were likely to gain understanding and compassion from the religious leaders and the society as well. For instance, Galileo laments that his work had stirred rejection from numerous professors as if he had placed the discovered heavenly bodies in heaven for him to upset the scientific knowledge that was held for many years. Similarly, Copernicus felt that once he would be known, he would face rejection and his opinion would be discarded. Those who held the opinion that the world was earth-centered would come to throw cold water into his work. By showing how they would be rejected, the scientists were likely to get sympathy from the religious leaders who in turn had control over a large multitude of people. Moreover, the duo expressed the conviction that their work was beyond any bodies' reasonable doubt as the evidence presented was profound and no one would doubt them. Thus, anyone reading their script would feel that the judgment and discovery were based on the truth that no one would reject. They expressed concern that those opposed to their opinion based their arguments on illogical and baseless foundation due to their malicious intentions. Lastly, the two scientists tried to show that their discovery was not in any way contradictory to the religious teachings. 
The two great scientists consider those opposed to their idea as foolish. They emphasize that they face opposition from fellow scientists based on no logical ground. The two emphasized that they worry little about the opposition and rejection that they face since they were dedicated toward achieving their set goals. Copernicus feels that calls those who opposed to his work as ‘idle talkers’ who pronounces judgment upon him while being ignorant of the mathematics and scientific knowledge that he presents. He says that they distort the information in his work to suit their argument. 
Lastly, the scientist justified that their discovery does not contradict religious teaching in any manner but was meant to nourish the existing knowledge about God's creation. For instance, Galileo emphasizes that the Holy Ghost's intention was neither to teach people the shape of the earth nor whether the earth moves of not. By so doing, he emphasized that his discovery was for peoples’ knowledge and therefore there was no point in opposing his inventions. The inventions would not distract people from reaching their main goal of salvation. This argument was possibly aimed at making the Christian realize that the scientist was not trying to go against the teaching of the bible and thus was consistent to the Christian teachings. Thus, they were able to evade the ruthless reaction that would have been elicited by their discovery. 


